
Sullivan Free Library Board of Trustees Minutes   
May 18, 2021 Zoom Meeting 

Present:  Karen Fauls-Traynor, Library Director.  Trustees:  Mary Capeling, Bill 
Connolly, Linda Ellstrom, Melody Foster, Colleen Garofalo, Jane Graham, Pamela 
Hobbs, Edie Pinegar, Tricia Sherwood, Natalie Stansbury, Judy Waite.  Absent:  
Call to Order:  7:02 P.M. by President Melody Foster.
Reports
Communications:  None.
Secretary:  April minutes accepted on a motion by J.Waite, 2nd M. Capeling.
Treasurer:  Bills paid.  No unexpected expenses. Report accepted on a motion by P. 
Hobbs, 2nd C. Garofalo.
Director:  Early voting for Madison County this year will NOT be held in our community 
room as was reported at the last meeting.  Voting will be at the Legion since it is no 
longer a vaccination site and there is already security in place there. 
   Upstate’s Mammography van will be set up in our parking lot once in June and once in 
August.  They will do their own scheduling, we will do some publicity.
   Our annual budget is up for vote along with the school budget today.  I’ll let you know 
the results as soon as I hear.  An interested citizen approached me today and asked for 
a copy of our budget which is always available to the public.  She wanted to know why 
we were asking for a 2% increase.  Actually we asked for a little less.  I explained that 
our expenses go up yearly as does everyones, we took in less money during the 
pandemic, and we had several expensive maintenance projects to pay for (with the help  
of grants): parking lot repaving at both libraries and a new roof at CH.
   NYS passed new legislation in March that requires all single stall restrooms in public 
buildings to be labeled gender neutral.  CH is fine, but BP’s 3 newly renovated rest 
rooms are singles, one labeled male, one female, one generic but which does not 
specifically state it is gender neutral.  Previously if you had more than one restroom, 
one had to be for men and one for women.  I need to talk to our lawyer and architect to 
see how to comply. 
   We need to decide what our policy is for patrons wearing/not wearing masks in our 
library. The guidelines between the CDC and NYS are confusing and requirements 
seem to change daily.   At this time some MidYork libraries are continuing to require 
masks for everyone.  We need to decide.
Here are some considerations:
1.  We don’t know who is and who isn’t vaccinated and we don’t want staff to be in the    

position of asking for proof.
2.  We serve children who can’t be vaccinated yet and elderly who may be more at risk,   

and patrons who can’t be vaccinate for medical reasons, i.e. undergoing 
chemotherapy.

3.  We don’t want unvaccinated people in the library spreading the virus to each other.
4.  I expect it will be harder to enforce mask wearing now that there is no state mandate 

and I don’t want staff to be dealing with difficult situations daily.
I will attend a webinar this Friday that addresses these issues and hope to get some 
advice.    *See Public Relations note. 



   The Open Meeting Law exemption which has allowed us to meet by zoom has been 
extended to June 5th.  We already planned to meet in person in June because it is the 
Annual Meeting date,  We do not know yet if the exemption will continue and if it does 
do we still want to zoom.
  Meeting rooms in both libraries are opened up to small groups and our own book 
clubs.  Only a few groups have scheduled so far but I expect  more will do so as word 
gets out that the room is now available.  Story hours will resume with small groups. 
Committees
Personnel:  None.
Public Relations:  Upstate mammography van’s use of our parking lot  a good public 
service event.  Community rooms now open to small groups.  The Board supports the 
requirement that everyone continue wear a mask in the library at this time out of 
concern for the safety of everyone, especially the children who are not yet eligible to be 
vaccinated, the elderly, and those with health complications.  An explanation will be 
posted at the entrances asking for everyone’s cooperation.  We will continue to offer 
curbside pickup.
Finance:  None.
Fundraising: None.
Nominating:  Motion to present Amy Austin and Bill Ryan as new candidates to the 
library board at the Annual Meeting made by J. Waite, 2nd E. Pinegar passed. Voting on  
renewed terms for board members and slate of officers as was posted in the April 
minutes.
Old Business: None.
New Business:  We will hold the June meeting and Annual Meeting in June in the 
community room at Chittenango.  TALKING POINT... community rooms at both libraries 
opened up.  See each site for details 
Adjourned:  7:40 P.M. on a motion by E. Pinegar, 2nd B. Connolly.  Passed.

Respectfully,

_________________, Secretary
Linda Ellstrom


